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Pennock House - 1854
120 Madison Street

Abbotts Hotel - Circa 1830
279 Genesee Street

Delphia Building - 1928
236 Genesee Street

James Walrath House - 1843
285 Genesee Street

Baptist Church 
Circa 1870’s

119 Genesee Street

Bloom House - 1896

125 West Genesee Street

Yates High School  - Circa 1820’s
113-119 West Genesee Street

Carl’s Blacksmith Shop - 1870’s
300 Genesee Street

Carl’s Opera House - 1870’s

308 Genesee Street

Episcopal Church - 1866
204 Genesee Street

Fire Hall - 1889
234 Genesee Street

Gates Monument Watering Trough
Stickles Park

Chittenango State Bank - 1853
101 Falls Blvd.

Methodist Church - 1863
205 Falls Blvd.

Hobron / Cobb House - Circa 1830’s
113 Falls Blvd.

390 Russell Street
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Presbyterian Church - 1828
Formerly Dutch Reformed Church

Catholic Church - 1888
420 Genesee Street

12 

Walrath Mill - Circa 1835
345 Russell Street

Chitt.
Landing 
Canal 
Boat 
Museum

2012 
Chittenango
Library

Chitt.
Falls

Chittenango
High School

2012 
Village Hall
& Bicentennial 
Mural

P
A

R
K

2 

PARK

Village of Chittenango
1812 - 2012

HISTORICAL TOUR OF CHITTENANGO HISTORICAL TOUR OF CHITTENANGO 

2012
Oz
Museum

Chitt.
Fire 
Hpuse4 

10 

15 

13 

Walrath / Carter House - 1846
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Woolen / Cotton Mill - Circa 1825
Madison Street
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2012 EVENTS
CHITTENANGO PAST AND PRESENT

    Chittenango was first settled in the early 1800’s 
although earlier settlements were located south of the 
village on Dyke Road and east at Canaseraga.
    Some of the first houses were built just west of 
Chittenango Creek on the route known as the Great 
Genesee Road.  The early settlers came to the area 
because of the fertile soil and the creek, which they 
could use for power.
    The village attracted many enterprises because of 
these resources.   Gypsum was discovered in the hills 
near Chittenango.  John B. Yates built a plaster mill and 
manufactured water lime or hydraulic cement, which 
was used in building the Erie Canal.  He came to the 
village in 1816 and planned a model community here.  
This included a school (Yates Polytechic) a hotel, a 
canal to the center of the village, a canal warehouse, a 
woolen mill and a railroad.  Not all of his plans 
materialized as he died in 1836.
    The Erie Canal reached this area in 1820 and by that 
time a Lateral Canal was planned and built to the middle 
of the village.  The enlarged canal with its dry dock 
opened about 1855 and helped the village to prosper.  
Today, this is the location of Chittenango Landing 
Canal Boat Museum, where you can experience life as it 
used to be when the canal was the main means of 
transportation.
    As the community developed, churches and civic 
groups also started in the village.  The oldest church still 
stands today, it was first know as the Dutch Reformed 
Church and is the present Presbyterian Church on North 
Street.  Built in 1828, it has survived two fires.
    The bank first started in 1853 as the Chittenango 
Bank and later the First National Bank of Chittenango.  
The building was used as a bank until it closed in 1913.  
Then it became the post office.  The State Bank of 
Chittenango opened its doors in 1923 and remained the 
only financial institution in the village for many years.  
In 2002 it became a branch of the Oneida Savings Bank 
of Oneida.
    Toward the end of the nineteenth century, fine bone 
china was manufactured by the Chittenango Pottery, 
located on the banks of the Erie Canal.  The company 
was expected to be a major competitor in the pottery 
market of Central New York.  It did produce some very 
collectable dinnerware and mugs as well as ware for the 
1901 Buffalo Exposition.  It closed its doors by 1920.
    Chittenango is also known as the birthplace of L. 
Frank Baum, the author of the “Wizard of OZ”.  The 
story and others by the author have delighted children 
ever since they were written at the beginning of the 20th 
century.  The Baum home was located near the family 
barrel factory on Chittenango Creek.  This is the last 
house on Falls Boulevard on the south side of the 
village.  A museum and OZ FEST helps to remind 
visitors of our famous ancestor.  A yellow brick 
sidewalk runs through the business district in honor of 
him.

  

MARCH

10th - Community Showcase
17th - Men’s Barber Shop
20th - Spring

 APRIL

7th  - Easter Egg Hunt
21st - Fishing Derby 
21st - Canal Clean Sweep
28th - Knights of Columbus (20th Anniv.)
28th - Betterment Day
29th - Senior Citizens Dinner by Lions

MAY

19th - Garden Club Plant Sale and
           Library Book Sale Starts
19th & 20th - Heritage Weekend at 
           Canal  Boat Museum
Historic Community Walks (by appt.)
28th - Memorial Day

JUNE

1st - 3rd - OZ Stravaganza
17th - Canal Fest
16th & 17th - Folks March  
               (YMCA)
Historic Community Walks (by appt.)
21st - Lions 40th Anniversary
23rd - Graduation
23rd - Yellow Brick Road Run 

JULY

July 4th
27th & 28th - Bicentennial Play 
28th - Bicentennial - Dedication of Murals 
           1:00 PM - Village Parking Lot
     - Old Fashion 
       Ice Cream Social
     - Speeches 
     - Band Concert
     - Historic 
       Community Walks

 AUGUST

3rd - Movie in the Park

20th, 22nd & 24th - Canal Kids Camp
Historic Community Walks (by appt.)
12th - Canal: Golf on the Erie

SEPTEMBER

3rd - Labor Day
5th - School Begins
9th - 9/11 Service to remember 
Historic Community Walks (by appt.)

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

11th - Veterans Day
22nd - Thanksgiving Day
24th - Lions Tree Sale Starts
            (Stickles Park) Evening & 

            Weekends

DECEMBER

Story of Chittenango
“Where Waters Run North”

28th - Canal Eerie Celebration 
(Halloween)
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1st - Tree Lighting - Chili Contest
9th - Canal Museum Volunteers Recognition
Lion’s Christmas Tree Sale (Stickles Park)
31st - Senior New Years Breakfast 
Dedication and retirement of the 
     bicentennial capsule at the Library.

For More Information Contact:

Chittenango Village Clerk - 687-3936
or e-mail:

Chittenango_History@verizon.net
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